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I hardly need to be persuaded about the
merits of the case you present. It is obvious-
ly the most favorable situation for the detec-
tion of heterozygous carriers; I have been
hearing about this from Jim Neel for over 20
years,

“~“Exactly what best to do (besides, éﬁéﬁ;ﬁl
more therapeutic research) is less obvious.
Should we promote prenatal diagnosis and
preemptive abortion of homozygotes? “Should
we press (a particularly racistic!?!) déscou-
ragement of matings of heterozygotes? Hgw
effective will non=intrusive counseling be?-
There is another dimension that has been
ragher overlooked -- the full burden of the

Hb~ in heterozygotes. Do ygu know of any

. studiei‘comparing“thé"ene;gductTVE"Ur‘somatic
performance of NK A/A vs A/S siblings from the
same family? (I note a few examples of vul=
fierability to hypoxic stress appear from time
to téme,) T e e

* Anyhow , I-strongly agree about -the -impor-
tance that must be attached to this problem
in any overall perspective on genetic disease;
your prodding is all-the more welcome for be-
ing in full—accord with my long=held views:

_Sincerely,
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